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to stop the Puritan ships and to bring the charter
of the Massachusetts Company to the Council
board. To check the Puritan migration and to
institute further inquiry into the facts of the case
a commission was appointed in 1634, with Arch-
bishop Laud at its head, for the special purpose,
among others, of revoking charters "surreptiti-
ously and unduly obtained." Gorges and Morton
appealed to Laud against the Puritans, and Morton
wrote his New England Canaan, which he dedicated
to Laud, in the hope of exposing the motives
of the colony and of arousing the Archbishop
to action. Warwick threw his influence on the
side of Massachusetts, being always forward, as
Winthrop said, "to do good to our colony"; and
the colony itself, fearing attack, began to fortify
Castle Island in the harbor and to prepare for
defense. Endecott, in wrath, defaced the royal
ensign at Salem, and so intense was the excitement
and so determined the attitude of the Puritans that,
had the Crown attempted to send over a Governor-
General or to seize the charter by force, the colony
would have resisted to the full extent of its power t
Gorges, believing that he could work better
through the King and the Archbishop than through
the New England Council, brought about the dis-